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Purdue University General Description
Purdue University is Indiana’s land-grant university and a Carnegie Foundation tier-one research institution for very high research activity. The University’s 2,660-acre main campus in West Lafayette enrolls more than 51,000 students representing over 135 counties. More than 18,000 undergraduate students are Indiana residents.
Purdue’s 11 colleges and schools offer over 200 undergraduate majors, more than 160 master’s and doctoral programs, and professional degree programs in technology, pharmacy, and veterinary medicine. Seventy percent of these programs are science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) based. Purdue is leading innovative education and workforce programs in key emerging research areas, enabling a rapid expansion of skilled STEM talent. These initiatives include the 2022 launch of the nation’s first Semiconductor Degrees Program for graduate and undergraduate students, and an “AI working competency” graduation requirement, effective Fall 2026, for undergraduate students on the main campus. Purdue is the first university in the country to establish AI graduation requirements.
Building on Purdue’s mission and impact, in 2024 Purdue opened Purdue University in Indianapolis, a new, fully-integrated urban campus, serving as one bookend for a 65-mile-long Hard Tech Corridor in Indiana that stretches from downtown Indianapolis through the LEAP Innovation District in Lebanon to Discovery Park District in West Lafayette. With nearly 20 STEM-focused majors in leading and emerging fields, Purdue University in Indianapolis is a unique opportunity to connect Purdue students, educators, and researchers with industry to develop talent and jobs that fuel the future of innovation in the Heartland. Purdue operates two regional campuses, Purdue Fort Wayne and Purdue Northwest (PNW), a minority-serving institution and Indiana’s largest Hispanic-Serving Institution. In the 2022-2023 academic year, PNW’s undergraduate population was more than 25% Latino. Of those, 70% were first-generation students. In total, the University’s four campuses have a combined student enrollment of over 70,000 and a system-wide budget of more than $2.8 billion. 
Committed to affordability and accessibility, Purdue has frozen tuition and most fees at 2012-2013 levels for the 14th straight year, reduced student debt by one-third, and maintained an undergraduate student-faculty ratio among the best in the Big Ten. Purdue has more than 600,000 living alumni worldwide, including over 100,000 engineering graduates. 

Notable Rankings 
According to American Caldwell research firm’s 2025-26 Global University Visibility rankings, Purdue continues to be the #1 Most Recognized Public University in the nation and 6th in the world. Purdue ranks among the top ten public universities in Forbes’s New Ivies 2026: Great Employer-Friendly Colleges Embracing AI—one of just three from the 18-member Big Ten to make the list. In 2025, Purdue ranked first among “The Top 25 Best Managed Colleges and Universities,” as named by the Canadian global management consulting firm Organizational Excellence Specialists, and was one of only three U.S. institutions to make the list. Highlighting Purdue’s strength in interdisciplinary sciences, the 2026 Interdisciplinary Science Ranking from Times Higher Education named Purdue #3 among U.S. public universities and #10 globally. Purdue’s broad track record of excellence also includes top ten departments in nearly every one of its 10 degree-granting colleges on the West Lafayette campus, where over two-thirds of the student body are in STEM-related programs. Purdue’s College of Engineering is consistently among the top programs in the country.
The U.S. News & World Report 2026 edition of Best Graduate Schools ranks Purdue’s College of Engineering graduate program 4th in the nation, moving up one spot from last year. With ten graduate engineering programs ranked among the top 10 nationally, the college has risen to its highest rankings in its history: agricultural and biological (1st for the sixth consecutive year), industrial (4th), aeronautics and astronautics (5th), civil (7th), biomedical (5th among institutions without medical programs or a jointly administered BME program with a medical school), mechanical (8th), electrical (8th), computer (9th), environmental (11th), and nuclear (10th). The Purdue University Online Graduate Engineering program ranks 2nd in the nation for the second consecutive year and 4th for veterans. The program earned the #1 spot in all five disciplines (civil, mechanical, electrical, industrial, and engineering management) ranked in the U.S. News & World Report’s Best Online Engineering Master’s Programs (2026). 
Purdue’s undergraduate engineering program is ranked #6 nationally (U.S News & World Report, 2024). The program hosts the nation’s #1 undergraduate agricultural and biological program, with five additional top ten engineering program rankings for industrial (2nd), aeronautics and astronautics (3rd), civil (4th), mechanical (6th), computer (7th), and electrical (8th). 
Notably, Purdue’s Department of Computer Science graduate program ranks 15th among more than 200 institutions. Multiple CS programs also rank highly in programming language (14th), computer systems (13th), and artificial intelligence (20th) (U.S. News & World Report 2026). For undergraduates, Purdue’s CS program ranked 16th among more than 580 programs nationally, and its cybersecurity program remained 6th nationally for 2025. Times Higher Education ranked Purdue's CS program 47th globally. The program is 5th among Big Ten peers and 9th among U.S. public institutions. 
For the fourth year in a row, Purdue University is the only higher education institution to be named to Fast Company magazine’s prestigious Brands That Matter list that honors organizations for their ability to convey their brand while performing their mission. For the seventh consecutive year, Purdue was named a 2024 top 10 Most Innovative University by U.S. News & World Report.

Excellence in Research and Partnerships
 Purdue is one of the largest research universities in the nation, with more than $1 billion in total research expenditures system-wide in fiscal year 2025.
Purdue’s Discovery Park District is a 400-acre mixed-use complex representing more than $2 billion in public and private-sector investment in large-scale, grand challenge interdisciplinary research and co-location of industry, government, and academia. The 20 buildings in the Discovery Park District (DPD) include state-of-the-art research facilities totaling over 320,000 square feet across areas of bioscience, nanotechnology, manufacturing, combustion and propulsion, drug discovery, and cybersecurity. The 143,000 square-foot Convergence Center for Innovation and Collaboration allows academic and National Lab researchers to co-locate with industry in a neutral ground innovation ecosystem. A DPD-based Lab-to-Life 5G platform spanning more than 1,000 acres provides real-world, at-scale testbeds for a connected DPD smart city; use cases at the Purdue University Airport and the Agronomy Center for Research and Education; and a Web 3.0 engagement to advance entrepreneurial innovation. The Purdue University Airport, with gate-to-gate transportation to Chicago O’Hare International Airport, conducts over 125,000 aircraft operations out of DPD annually, which makes it Indiana’s second-busiest airport. Construction on the new $11.8 million, nearly 10,000-square-foot TSA and FAA-compliant Amelia Earhart Terminal was completed in August 2025.
As the university’s non-profit, applied research arm, the Purdue Applied Research Institute (PARI) extends the reach and impact of Purdue research for industries that are critical to U.S. and world security through two research divisions: (1) Infrastructure Research and Innovative Solutions (IRIS) that focuses on constructing next-generation facilities for national security and defense and energy and power infrastructures; and (2) Technology Acceleration that creates digital innovation and high-value start-ups in food and agriculture industries through its primary venture The Digital Innovation in Agri-food Systems Laboratory (DIAL Ventures). PARI also hosts the Hypersonics Advanced Manufacturing Technology Center, the only vertically integrated center in the nation that enables the design, manufacturing, joining, and testing of hypersonic components and sub-systems in one location.
	In partnership with the Purdue Research Foundation, Purdue operates one of the most comprehensive technology transfer programs in the United States, with a strong pipeline of innovation-to-marketplace success. U.S. News & World Report (2024) named Purdue the 7th most innovative university in the U.S., placing the university in the top ten for six consecutive years. In 2023, the Purdue Research Foundation and Purdue University formed Purdue Innovates to streamline access and support for both technology commercialization resources, such as intellectual property licensing and protection and startup support resources. Purdue Research Foundation has created 410 Purdue-affiliated startups, of which 213 are based on Purdue intellectual property. Purdue has ranked in the top five in the U.S. for patents for four years running. In 2024, Purdue researchers received 213 patents, ranking 4th in the U.S and 7th globally (National Academy of Inventors’ report, 2024).
	Purdue maintains strategic research collaborations and partnerships with federal agencies, national labs, and industry leaders that accelerate research innovation. In fiscal year 2024, 21.9% of Purdue’s funding portfolio came from industry and foundation funding resources.

Advanced Computational Resources
Purdue Information Technology (Purdue IT) is the University’s central information technology organization and supports an advanced research infrastructure across campus that includes multiple shared, TOP500-class supercomputing clusters for intensive computational needs with high-speed networks linking campus computing resources and connecting the campus to national resources. Graphical web front ends backed by high-performance computing systems make popular research applications in diverse fields such as bioinformatics, electron microscopy, material science, and nanotechnology easily accessible. Purdue’s Rosen Center for Advanced Computing provides advanced computational resources and services to support Purdue faculty and staff researchers, including access to world-class computational clusters and advanced science gateways, research storage for data at all scales, and expert consultation. Purdue’s commitment to investing in high-performance computing is recognized in Purdue’s newest supercomputing community cluster, Gautschi, ranked #7 among U.S. universities and in the top third of the world’s most powerful supercomputers, according to Top500.  
Purdue IT also operates dozens of student computing labs on the West Lafayette campus with thousands of computers, as well as tens of thousands of desktop computers in classrooms, research laboratories, and offices. Purdue IT supports approximately 100,000 wirelessly connected unique devices, with 4.6 million daily logins to the wireless system. Purdue maintains one of the world’s largest wireless Internet networks with thousands of Wi-Fi access points on and around campus, which allows faculty and students to connect to online resources in almost all indoor public spaces. 

Student Participation Leadership at Purdue
Purdue claims the oldest chapter of the Society of Women Engineers and is the founding site of both the Women in Engineering Programs and Advocates Network, as well as the National Society of Black Engineers. The award-winning Black Cultural Center at Purdue University is consistently recognized as one of the best cultural centers in the country. Purdue is among the top ten U.S. institutions for attracting international students (2024 Open Doors Report) and has the 8th largest number of international students on any public college campus in the nation, as reported by the Institute of International Education. Purdue is also home to the Veteran and Military Success Center (VMSC), which provides wrap-around support services for more than 2000 military-connected students each year. Purdue Global, Purdue’s online university for working adults, had nearly 3,000 veterans enrolled as students and 133 veterans who are faculty or staff. 
As announced in June 2025 at the Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity in Cannes, France, Purdue is the official university partner of Sunnie, a multiplatform media brand founded by actress Reese Witherspoon geared toward STEM engagement of Gen Z girls and young women. Purdue and Sunnie will codevelop custom curriculum and online resources.

